High-Accuracy Chagas Diagnostic Test from Vida Pharmacal Now Used for First
Time in Human Point-of-Care Screening

Novel lateral flow immunoassay detects Chagas with 95% sensitivity and 100% specificity

¢ Novel LFA detects acute and chronic Chagas with 95% sensitivity and 100% specificity
e Results provided in 15 minutes for rapid, in-clinic diagnosis
e CDC estimates 250,000-300,000 individuals with Chagas in U.S.

SPRING BRANCH, Texas, May 19, 2026/ -- Vida Pharmacal today announced that its novel lateral flow
assay is being used for the first time to diagnose acute or chronic Chagas disease in humans. Beginning
June 1, 2026, the Vida diagnostic test is being used in a clinical study jointly operated by the Clinical
Directors Network (CDN) and The Rockefeller University to identify and diagnose individuals at risk for
Chagas.

The Vida LFA detects early Trypanosoma cruzi infection in dogs and cats with 95% sensitivity and 100%
specificity. It diagnoses either acute or chronic Chagas and targets both IgG and IgM antibody classes
with high accuracy. Results are available in 15 minutes for efficient point-of-care use.

“This study enables us to evaluate how the Vida LFA performs compared to current systems used in
screening for blood donors, organ transplants, and Chagas exposure in humans," said Dr. Roy Madigan,
D.V.M. “Our hope is that it will deliver superior accuracy and usability for rapid, in-clinic Chagas
screening so that more people can be successfully diagnosed and treated."

Vida Pharmacal's veterinary LFA test uses eight proprietary chimeric recombinant antigens, specific for
T. cruzi, striped onto a sample pad and assembled into a cassette. Serum or whole blood, along with a
running buffer, is applied to the sample and analyzed for the presence of the T. cruzi antibody. If
successful in the CDN and Rockefeller University study, Vida Pharmacal plans to engineer a similar test
for human antibody detection.

"If our test performs as well—or better—in humans as it does in dogs and cats, it will open the door to
potentially saving thousands of people from Chagas," said Dr. Madigan. "We're sharing our knowledge
with all disciplines in medicine to help the Chagas cause, regardless of species."

Chagas disease is caused by infection with the parasite T. cruzi. Untreated infections can become
chronic, and 30% of people with chronic infections develop severe cardiovascular or gastrointestinal
complications, including death. Current FDA-approved blood tests for Chagas are plagued by low
performance sensitivity, resulting in the need for at least two different tests to confirm chronic Chagas
disease. For this and other reasons, Chagas disease screening is not widely available in the U.S.



About Vida Pharmacal

Vida Pharmacal develops, markets, and distributes diagnostics and pharmaceuticals designed to treat emerging
and neglected diseases in veterinary and human patients. Founded in 2017, the company has developed the
world’s first treatment for Chagas disease in canines. Vida Pharmacal is headquartered in Spring Branch, Texas. For

more information, visit https://www.vidapharmacal.com/.




